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Due on Stands 


William Manchester’s contro- 
versial “The Death of a Presi- 
dent” should be on Washington 
book store shelves late Thurs- 
day or early Friday, area book- 
sellers report. 

The book will apparently be 
plentiful at least in the begin- 
ning. A poll of several stores re- 
vealed that book orders are way 
above normal, and so are the 
number of copies already re- 
served. 

Woodward & Lothrop, for ex- 
ample, has ordered about 2,500 
copies and already has reserved 
around 1,300 or 1,400 copies. 
Normally, the store would buy 
between 500 and 1,000 copies of 
a book believed to be in the best- 
seller class. 

Brentano’s said it also has a 
“substantial” order and that a 
“substanital number already 
have been reserved,” and the 
/ Saville and Trover book stores 
| say they are heavily stocking 
I the book. Saville has ordered 
I 1,000 copies, wel over double 
3 its normal order, and Trover 
I 300 copies. 

The Manchester book on the 
assassination of President John 
F. Kennedy ha san April 7 pub- 
lication date, but somehow the 
book reached Pittsburgh, Pa., 
shelves Monday and the city’s 
three major department stores 
placed the book on sale at least 
six days prematurely. They re- 
ported that over-the-counter 


sales were only moderate. 

The Defense Department today 
j denied statements in Manches- 
ter’s book that President John- 
son had not been advised on pro- 
cedures for ordering nuclear re- 
i taliation in the event of an at- 
tack following the Kennedy as- 
sassination. 


I nedy administration also denied 
that Johnson had not been 
briefed. They said that at the 
late President’s insistence John- 
son had been familiarized thor- 
oughly on the contents of the 
football-shaped satchel contain- 
ing U.S. nuclear attack plans 
Manchester says in the book: 

. “The difficulty was that John- 
5 son had no idea of what was in 
1 the bag. He knew that it existed 
| but he hadn’t been briefed about 
the contents, and if the thunder- 
bolt of all-out war struck that 
afternoon, the country’s retalia- 
tory arsenal could be spiked 
until he had been led through 
laz Shepard’s primers for the i 
IfiBt time.” (Capt. Tazewell 
i Shepard was a military aide to 
l President Kennedy.) 
i Manchester also says there 
was a slowdown in commercial 
telephone service here because 
of the great load of calls in the 
hours immediately following the 
assassination 


A spokesman for the Chesa- 
peake and Potomac Telephone 
Co. said that due to the unusual- 
ly heavy traffic after the assassi- 
nation, “if you picked up the 
phone you might have to wait 
a few seconds to get a dial tone ” 



